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June 2016 

JUNE TOUCHSTONE :  WE DO OUR BEST TO MAKE GOOD CHOICES 

As the school year comes to a close the staff at Yorkhill Elementary School would 

like to express how proud we are of both the academic and social gains our students 

have made over the past ten months.  Thank you to all our families for supporting 

Yorkhill Elementary’s commitment to student achievement and well-being.  We 

value the strong partnerships that have been forged between home and school.   

  

With your receipt of the final report card, we encourage you to take some time with 

your child/children to reflect on their school year.  Discuss academic and learning 

skill successes and set goals for the upcoming school year.  Whether moving to high 

school, a different division or the next grade within a division, consider how you can 

make your next school year even better than this one was. What new opportunities 

will you explore?  

  

Lastly, we would like to thank the countless student and parent volunteers who have 

so generously given of their time this year. Your dedication to our school contributes 

significantly to the strong sense of community that is part of Yorkhill Elementary.  

Thank you for your time and commitment!   

  

Best wishes for a safe and fun-filled summer vacation!  

 

 

Catarina Burisch   Karen Birnie 

Principal    Vice Principal 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from our Trustee  

As the school year comes to a close, I would like to thank you for all that you have done to help make this school year a 

successful one for our students.  

We share a common goal - to give our young people every opportunity to reach their full potential, and we all have a 

role to play in supporting that goal. However you choose to get involved, your engagement and support make a differ-

ence. We know that good schools become better schools when they are connected with families.  

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of our students, families, staff members and community partners, we are creating a wel-

coming, caring and inclusive learning environment that fosters student achievement and well-being.  

As we move into summer, I encourage you to seek out opportunities to continue and complement the learning that 

takes place throughout the school year. That could mean taking a nature walk, visiting a museum or reading a book. 

Whatever your plans are over the next few months, I hope you have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer.  

 

Wednesday, June 29th, 2016 Early Dismissal in Elementary Schools  

All schools in the York Region District School Board are committed to improving student achievement and well-

being. On Wednesday, June 29th, 2016 an early release day will take place to allow elementary teachers and sup-

port staff to take part in meetings during the afternoon of that day. These meetings will allow for school staff to 

engage in culminating activities regarding the review and revision of the School’s Improvement Plan as well as 

year-end and transition activities that support student success.  

As has been our practice in the past, students will attend school during the morning of Wednesday, June 29th, 

2016 only. Students will be dismissed early that day at 11:50. Arrangements will be made to ensure that students 

who are normally bused to and from school will receive transportation at this time. Parents/guardians whose chil-

dren attend after school child care should make appropriate arrangements to address this change in schedule.  

 

 

 





 

 

Important Dates 

 

JUNE 2016  

 

June 29 Last Day of School for Students  

Please note this is a half day for students  

Students will be dismissed at 11:50 a.m.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

September 5, 2016—Labour Day 

September 6, 2016—First day of School 

September 26,  Professional Activity Day—School Closed 

 

Staff Changes 

 June is a time of transition as we wish farewell to friends and colleagues and welcome new ones. 

 We wish Mrs. Fleising and Mr. Malek the very best in their retirement.  THANK YOU MRS. FLEISING! THANK 

YOU MR. MALEK!  We appreciate their many years of dedication to Yorkhill Elementary School students and com-

munity. They both will be remembered for the caring and professional ways in which they always taught. Thank you 

to Jessica Laite, Anne Cass, Yan Zhu, and Narah Lipkus for the dedication they showed to the well being of students 

during their time with us and the lasting positive impression on our school. Thank you to our many wonderful long-

term occasional teachers Rita Sirianni, Caroline Ceolin, Lornia Chan, Julie Auerbach, Zehra Palta, Jaskirn Tambar and 

Kim So for their dedication; and thank you to Alayna Diduch and Francesca D’Alfonso. We wish every one of our 

friends and colleagues, the very best at their new schools. 

Lastly, we wish our Vice-Principal, Karen Birnie the very best in her retirement from Yorkhill.  We look forward to 

hearing about her future endeavors on the east coast. To each and every one of you, we wish you well and thank you 

most sincerely for all you have given to the students and our community. 

 At this time, we extend a warm welcome our new colleagues Ariel Teeuwen, Jennifer Arro, Sophia Han Mary Ntaw, 

Tanya Lusan and Olivia Wright, who will be joining our Yorkhill family in September.   

 

 


